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Consumer

Sites &: Programs

Charlemar, Parkview, Ivanhoe,
Carmel Terrace, Cypress Way,
Ferncroft, North Bend,
Shadymist, Clovernook,
Woodsfield, Hansford, lisbon,
Meyerhill, Brookforest,
Epworth Court, Galbraith,
Stritler, Wayland, Cheviot
Apartments, Faircrest, Foster
Settings, and Supported living
The Valley Views is proud to be
the second-best newsletter,
because every other newsletter
claims to be the best.

The Madeira Homes for the Developmentally Disabled (MH/DD) threw another summer
picnic bash for the Strifler and Galbraith home women-this
time at the home of Board
Member Tracy Paluta. Usually, a board member reserves the open shelter in a local
park, but Tracy offered her home because of the cicadas in the Madeira area.
The tour of Tracy's
home included a
look at the pile of
dead cicadas at
the base of the
tree in her front
yard.
In addition to the
usual picnic fare,
the evening concluded with
games of bingo
and prizes.
Fortunately, no
one at the picnic
had qualms that
they were participating in a vice.
Above: Russell DeMar and Russell
Hoffer work bingo. It takes two
because everybody knows how
complicated calling bingo can be.
They are smiling knowing that "the
house" as usual is getting its cut.
Shirley Watson, with the long arm
of Sharon Fox, marks her number.

Going to Church. ••
On a whim, I sent an email to OVRS coordinators asking how many individuals
attend or are members of a church. To my
surprise, the coordinators replied with
scores of names and where they practiced
their religion. I was surprised because with
all of the effort to "get people out in the
community," going to church never seems
to surface as important as eating out, going to a movie, or shopping. Admittedly,
introducing someone to a particular
church requires some delicacy, but with
that in mind, the blessings can be rich.
There may be no more democratic institution than a church. There are no seat
licenses or private boxes. The largest
donors don't get "better" pews. The welldressed sit next to those clothed from second-hand shops. Church is a perfect place
for people not easily accepted elsewhere.
Nowhere have I seen this acceptance more
than in a Black church where a welcoming
hospitality applies to all who walk through
the doors. As an integral part of the traditions, church members often spend several
hours in their Sunday worship-combining
Sunday School, worship services, and time
emq wffnfflendSoflil<e min .
I had the happy experience of attending
two Black churches in the past few weeks
where individuals connected with OVRS
are members: Southern Baptist Church on
Reading Road in Avondale; and Revelations
Church in the West End on john Street. I
was invited to attend Sunday school at the
Southern Baptist Church. What a welcoming group in a lively sunlit room, where all
the comments are treated with respect,
and the words of scripture accorded their
full reverence!
At the Revelations Church, I met with
Kevin and jacqua, foster providers of
Christina and Kathy. Kevin is a Deacon and
an active member of the choir. jacqua's
mother, dressed in elegant white, was sitting in a corner pew where she is joined
every week by Kathy, who insists on sitting
with her. Once the organ queues the choir,
the congregation gets pulled into the
service-singing and clapping. And it is all
smiles for Kathy and Christina-accepted
members of this community.
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The Rev. Darryl Woods, pastor
of the Revelation Missionary
Baptist Church (see adjacent
photo of the church), provided
some positive food for thought
with a story of a man who
complimented every person he
encountered.
He said, "If I am nice to one
cab driver, he's likely to be nice
to his next 20 fares. If they in
turn are nicer to everyone they
encounter, my single gesture
might influence a thousand
people."
One person can make a
difference-even
if you have
nothing but your own smile,
goodwill, and joy.

Kathy joins in the celebration
Ms. Mattie Patton

[acqua joins hands with
Christina to stand and sing.

with

Heard Over the Fence
Charlemar

Lisbon

Strifler

We said good bye to Crystal Caver as she
took a new position as a nurse. We welcome Trey Hoover as our new manager.

Everyone is moved into the newest OVRS
home! We welcome the new residents
and staff to OVRS!

Gracewind

Northbend

Alicia Chatman and Esther Stratman
recently enjoyed a Sunday visit to the
Butterfly Show. They enjoyed the plants
and the different colored creatures flying
all around. Both celebrated birthdays: Ms.
Stratton on June 8th and Ms. Chatman
on July 2nd. Their housemate, Trevor
Shaw, will celebrate his birthday on July
20th.

Thank you to Mrs. Braden for the Reds
tickets and a special thank you to Mr.
Eagan for the tickets to the Beach
Waterpark. Everyone had a great time.

On Monday, June 23, the ladies of Strifler
attended the annual picnic given by the
church board. Thanks to the church
board for all you do! The ladies of Strifler
attended a Reds game, compliments of
staff Crystal Luther. Thanks, Crystal!
Everyone had a great time! The staff and
residents of Strifler would like to wish the
cicadas a BON VOYAGE!

Hansford
In May, everyone took a trip to
Gatlinburg. Although the weather was a
little cool, we had a nice time. The
women from Hansford and Epworth will
take another journey to Gatlinburg in July.
We can't wait.. .and hope to see bears on
this trip.

Thank you to Tammy Wyatt for organizing such a great time at the ballpark. GO
REDS!
OVRS Homes
On June 1, quite a few of the homes went
to see the Cincinnati Reds play the Atlanta
Braves. We had a great buffet lunch and
cheered the Reds to victory. It was fully
enjoyed by all who attended.
Shadymist
Rob Merritt at Shadymist enjoyed a getaway at the Kings Island Resort-including a fun day at the park.

A Moment of Heroism ...of Commitment
by Karen Kelly

It was a moment of heroism ...
of commitment fulfilled as a vow.
Richard and Donna Byrd are Foster Care
Providers, who although they began with
OVRS in 2006, have fostered many
children over many years. These same
children, as adults, visit with the Byrds
often and regard them as family.
Currently, Richard and Donna provide
services for a 14-year-old boy. He has
lived with the Byrds for nearly three years.
The young man was going to be institutionalized because of his behavior, but the
Byrds decided to give him a chance to
succeed in a family setting. Three years
later, this "lost kid" is no longer on medication and has increased his independent
living skills, communication/social skills,
and educational skills.
Recently, Richard Byrd was diagnosed
with a very serious illness and has suffered
gravely. Through this suffering, Richard
continues to support the young man with

Training Flyers Arriving Soon!
Have you heard about Learning for
Life-a collaboration of agencies
and the County Board to bring fun
and educational activities for individuals we support? Topics have
included: Dealing with change,
anger management, self-esteem,
community safety, craft fairs, cooking classes, and movie nights.
Several of our residents have taken
courses. Look for the flyers coming
to your OVRS mailbox soon!

Fulfilled as a Vow

the same conviction he had before his illness. He teaches him to cook using a
microwave, increase his personal hygiene
skills, and advocate for his wants/needs.
He sleeps during the day while the young
man is in school so that he can support
him and "hang out" with him in the
evening.

the steering wheel. He used a walker to
get around the building very slowly. I could
see he was in pain. He laid his head on the
table in the meeting due to pain, but it did
not sway him from offering positive comments/input about the young man. Richard
Byrd stated the young man "will be one of
the great minds someday."

A few weeks ago, the young man had an
IEP at St. Joseph PEATProgram. The entire
team was invited to attend. Donna Byrd
coordinated much of the scheduling. She
was very cooperative and kind as usual.

The young man's mother was also present
and attributes his improvement to living
with the Byrds. She said her son loves Mr.
and Mrs. Byrd and misses them even when
he is away for a weekend. He is especially
worried about Richard's health and calls
him often throughout the day to check on
him.

I found out that she would be in Texas
and would not be coming to the meeting, but she said Richard would attend. I
advised her that he did not need to come
if he was in pain or feeling unwell. She
stated he was determined to attend the
meeting to support the young man.
What was astonishing to learn was that
Donna was in Texas at the bedside of her
son who was in Intensive Care. I watched
Richard drive up in his car stooped over

I feel truly honored and blessed to know
and work with Donna and Richard Byrd.
Donna's son passed away. We extend our
sympathies to her entire family. When
asked if she needed respite for the young
man so she can grieve, she adamantly said,
"No, he's part of our family and this is his
home."
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