Valley
Views
,
.

New Financial Realities
II

The State of Ohio is reeling under the strain of two category IVstorms-financial ones.
The general economic climate across the country is one of severe anemia. We listen to
the endless drone of commentators as to the causes, the length, and loss implications
to jobs and savings. That alone is wreaking havoc on many states-having to slice
budgets to accommodate lost jobs and to comply with state constitutions mandating
balanced budgets. The impact on services is significant-and mostly in the human service arena, including education, which is where the bulk of state dollars gravitate.
Ohio stands outside of the country-wide recession, with another storm-a business tax
reduction enacted by the Ohio General Assembly in 2005 as a long-term strategy to
make the State more attractive to businesses. This tax loss-the tangible property taxwill reach its full impact in 2009. It was an idea of the previous governor, Bob Taft, who
like his predecessors was attempting to stop the hemorrhaging of businesses and tax
payers from the State. Unfortunately, the new substitute tax has generated substantially
less than the governor's projections.
During September - November 2008, Governor Strickland's budget office has indicated
that virtually every revenue stream that contributes to the State's income is significantly
down from projections made just six months ago, which were already below estimates.
The Governor is now in the process of piecing together a budget for fiscal year 2010
(July 2009 - June 2010.) Reducing services by several billion dollars will be a second
blow-affecting all citizens, but predominately the elderly, the mentally and physically
impaired, and children. The one light that flickers is the second $700 billion rescue
allotment of the federal government Without assistance from the federal government,
the scalpel slicing of the budget will be replaced with a meat axe.
The current Fiscal Year '09 budget is projected to be out of balance by $640 million.
This in addition to two previously announced FY08-09 budget shortfalls, which resulted
in funding cuts of:
•

$17.1 million to ODMR/DD in March (largely taken within the Central Office); and

•

$16.9 million to ODMR/DD in September-the
board subsidies.

bulk of which was a cut to county
Christmas is a huge deal
for Jeff Engle. He has
accumulated scores of
ornaments, figurines,
and decorations. His tree
is an essential part of
celebrating the season.
In the adjacent photo,
Alicia Williams and Jeff
are assembling his tree.
Over the next several
days the branches teem
with bright lights and
decorations, his antique
toy soldiers stand at
attention, his crib is
crowded with people
and animals, and all
sorts of other items
adorn the apartment.

Don't Underestimate the Excitement of Bathrooms
It's not exactly the kind of item that has
much sizzle in a fundraising campaign,
but it is a practical improvement that significantly affects the lives of the individuals who live in OVRS home sites and one
for which they are greatly appreciativemodifying bathrooms to accommodate
agility impediments.

•

One of the "givens" of living in an older
city is that the housing stock, and bathrooms in particular, was not built to make
it easy for those suffering from physical
impairments.
The agency is responsible for 63 bathrooms. OVRS has modified a number of
them over the past ten years, but it is the
most recent design that seems to get
closer to assisting the most individuals in
the most accommodating manner.
This approach for bathroom renovation
has been to remove bath tubs and to
replace them with a shower base and
handicapped bars, re-tile the floors, and
replace the toilets and lavatories.
Kenny, one of the gentlemen who lives in
the apartment, was so excited with the
new shower, that he took three showers
the first day.
The OVRS Board will be discussing a capital project to incorporate this new design
into all non-renovated bathrooms.
The adjacent photo of the Cypress Way
bathroom shows the continuous floor
concept; it's a true walk-in shower.

Budget Woes: cOVRS and the State of Ohio
OVRS can demonstrate its many blessings: a generously giving
and dedicated workforce; an organizational size that enables it to
weather fiscal storms, which many smaller organizations may not
be able to endure; a responsive and dedicated board of directors;
a fiscally frugal management for controlling costs; and a very
hospitable county in which to work.
The clouds gathering in Ohio are ominous, however. With a battered state budget sliding further, provider rates-not modified
since 2005-will undergo pressure and perhaps even some further reduction. Vacancies precipitated by individuals who leave a
program because of a medical condition, or because of a family
relocation, or because of their own choice significantly impact the
budgets of individual community services like OVRS.
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If new Medicaid waivers become unavailable because the state
can no longer afford to provide the match toward the federal
share for new service recipients, the number of available housing units across the state will likely shrink. For a person, new to
the system, to be able to move into community housing
requires that there is a Medicaid waiver for the individual, and
the state has the resources to provide the match for the federal
dollars-approximately
38% to the federal government's 62%.
The average cost of all MR/DD Individual Options (10) waivers
for FY2008 is $56,600, which translates into a match of
$21,508 of state funding per individual. The cost to the state for
all 10 waivers is $300,000,000 to support 11,000 plus individuals. Reduction of rates and/or increases in vacancies will put
undue stress on an already weakening service system.

Heard Over the Fence
Northbend, Shadymist. Brookforest.
Meyerhill and Parkview
Thanks to Cythia Kaake and Katrin
Mazdapour for decorating Brookforest so
nicely. Dawna Von Trotha will cook their
Christmas dinner! Shadymist enjoyed a
wonderful Thanksgiving dinner and are
looking forward to Christmas and New
Years. Northbend is hosting several people from other homes for Christmas.
Parkview and Strifler enjoyed-a trip to
Gatlinburg. Meyerhill is planning to take
in some of the city's holiday happenings.

Strifler, Madeira, Wayland,
Clovernook and Ferncroft
Thanks to Karen Williams for arranging
Santa to come to Strifler for a visit
December 6th! Strifler and Madiera
enjoyed the church board party on
December 8th. Ms. Williams works at
Christ Hospital where Santa has come for
the last eight years. The ladies usually

attend Breakfast with Santa, but were not
able to go this year. So Santa came to
them. Donna Buckler and Dana Johnson
of Public Relations and Marketing for
Christ Hospital arranged for each person
to receive a gift bag, too. They were very
excited to have Santa come to their
home! Wayland has traveled around
Cincinnati looking for the best Christmas
lights. They have been busy decorating
their home, also. Thanks to Linda
Robinson for all her hard work. Ferncroft
is going to La Comedia to see "A
Christmas Carol" this season.
Clovernook is planning a family Christmas
party.

Woodsfield, Camel Terrace, Ivanhoe,
Charlemar and Cypress Way
Cypress Way is all decked out for the holidays. Of course, Jeff Engel has a beautiful
tree. Other homes are doing their
Christmas shopping for the annual gift
exchange. Charlemar is planning to see
the Nutcracker.
Woodsfield is planning a holiday party
and a trip to see the lights at Sharonville.

Faircrest
Faircrest celebrates by going out to dinner. Also, several people are traveling
home to visit their families over the holidays.

Lisbon, Hansford, Cheviot. Epworth
Hansford is planning a party at Annie
Cunningham sister's home. She hosts this
event every year for the folks at Hansford
and they really enjoy it. Epworth also has
a holiday party planned.
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There are Christmas parties in many home sites. The photo
Board of Madeira Homes offered to the women of the two
President of the Board, laurie Carney, offered her home as
festoons her home with the sights and sounds of Christmas,
that Santa makes a call to the party, and all can participate

above shows one the
homes in Madeira.
the site. While laurie
the Board makes sure
in carol singing.
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Community Services Supporting
Individuals with Developmental
Disabilities in the Home, Community,
and in Everyday Choices
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While the word Christmas
is being sanitized from a
relationship to December
25 specifically, and
December generally, its
"old fashioned" rituals
mean a great deal to the
people within OVRS.
The trees, the ornaments,
the cribs pop up on
shelves across the sites.
George Timberlake captures a Christmas dinner
with his buds at Wayland.
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Ohio Valley Residential Services, Inc.
2261 Victory Parkway
Cincinnati OH 45226
Community Services Supporting Individuals with
Developmental
Disabilities in the Home, Community,
and in Everyday Choices
For information

about employment or housing availability, please visit www.ovrs.org

